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First-class legacy
Gordon George from the Leytonstone Wanstead & District Philatelic
Society explains what the term 'Olympic legacy' means to a stamp
collector as he takes a look at the philatelic products that were issued
to commemorate London 2012

T

he London 2012 Olympic
Games had participants from
204 countries, with 169 of them
entering athletes in at the Paralympic
Games as well. All of these countries
issue stamps, which can be collected,
and – not surprisingly – there is
a group (The Society of Olympic
Collectors) for people who collect
Olympic Games stamps that have been
issued over the years from the various
countries.
Until relatively recently it was Royal Mail's
policy not to issue stamps featuring living
people – apart from the Queen and other
members of the Royal Family of course –
but over the last few years there have been many
British sporting victories commemorated on
stamps where living people could be identified.
England's cricket victory in the Ashes in 2005 is a
good example of this.
This rule seems to have been completely
abandoned at the London 2012 Games. The
victories of Helen Glover and Heather Stanning in
the Women's Pairs Rowing and Bradley Wiggins
in the men's Individual Time Trial Road Cycling
did not only earn them Great Britain's first gold
medals of the Games, but saw them appear on
stamps issued the following day. This made Glover,
Stanning and Wiggins the second, third and fourth
British Olympians (it is thought) to appear on British
stamps, and among the few living people to ever
appear on British stamps. The subsequent Team GB
gold medal winners also appeared on their own
special stamp.
Royal Mail said it was not possible to
commemorate our gold medal winners at the
Paralympic Games in the same way, although a set
of stamps were issued at the end of the Games.
The first British Olympian to appear on a stamp, it is
believed, was Mark Phillips, a member of the threeday event team that won gold in the 1972 Munich

Olympics. In
1973 Mark
Phillips married a
fellow horse riding
champion, Princess
Anne, who later
represented Great
Britain in 1976 in
Montreal. The wedding of Princess Anne and
Captain Mark Phillips of the 1st Queen's Dragoon
Guards took place at Westminster Abbey on 14
November 1973 and portraits of the couple were
shown on two commemorative stamps.
The Leytonstone Wanstead & District Philatelic
Society will be holding a stamp fair at Our Lady
of Lourdes Church Pastoral Centre in Wanstead
on Saturday 13 October from 10am to 4.30pm.
Visit www.lwdps.org
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